
Grant Community High School
District 124

Blended Learning Plan 2.0
Second Semester - 2020/2021

Updated April 12, 2021



Table of Contents

Schedule of In-Person and Remote/Synchronous Learning …..…………………………. 3
Bell Schedule ……………………………………………………………………………….... 4

Procedures and Protocols
Face Coverings …………………………………………………………………………….... 5
Hand Hygiene ………………………………………………………………………………. 5
Sanitation ……………………………………………………………………………………. 6
Health Checks and Illness ………………………………………………………………….. 6
Scheduled Days of In-PersonAttendance …………………………………………………. 7

Classroom Procedures for All Courses
Assigned Seating …………………………………………………………………………….. 7
Attendance …………………………………………………………………………………... 7
Grades ……………………………………………………………………………………….. 7
Field Trips ………………………………………………………………………………….... 8
Guest Speakers …………………………………………………………………………….... 8
Instructional and Communication Expectations …………………………………………. 8

Daily Operations and Building Usage
Lockers ……………………………………………………………………………………... 8
Water Fountains …………………………………………………………………………… 8
Hallways, Benches, and Bathrooms ……………………………………………………… 8
Cafeteria ……………………………………………………………………………………. 9
Community Food Distribution ……………………………………………………………. 9
Transportation ……………………………………………………………………………... 9
Visitors …………………………………………………………………………………….... 10

Unique Academic Course Modifications
Behind the Wheel Instruction …………………………………………………………….. 10
Physical Education ……………………………………………………………………….... 11
Lab-Based and Hands-On Courses ……………………………………………………….. 11
Music Classes ………………………………………………………………………………. 11
Technology Campus ……………………………………………………………………….. 12

Miscellaneous
Athletics & Activities ………………………………………………………………………. 12
FAQs ……………………………………………………………………………………….... 12-14
Appendix A - Symptom Screening for Students and Staff ………………………………. 15
Appendix B - Traffic Flow …………………………………………………………………. 16

2



The following schedule reflects when in-person and remote/synchronous learning will take place
based on last name:

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
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The following bell schedule will apply for in-person AND synchronous/remote learning:

Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays

Class Period Period Begins Period Ends Length in Minutes

(TEAM) 8:00 a.m. 8:25 a.m. 25

1 8:30 a.m. 9:15 a.m. 45

2 9:20 a.m. 10:05 a.m. 45

4 10:10 a.m. 10:55 a.m. 45

5 11:00 a.m. 11:25 a.m. 25

6 11:30 a.m. 11:55 a.m. 25

7 12:00 p.m. 12:25 p.m. 25

8 12:30 p.m. 12:55 p.m. 25

9 1:00 p.m. 1:25 p.m. 25

10 1:30 p.m. 2:15 p.m. 45

11 2:20 p.m. 3:05 p.m. 45

E-Learning Flex Start Schedule (Wednesdays)

Class Period Period Begins Period Ends Length in Minutes

1 9:25 a.m. 10:05 a.m. 40

2 10:10 a.m. 10:50 a.m. 40

4 10:55 a.m. 11:35 a.m. 40

5 11:40 a.m. 12:00 p.m. 20

6 12:05 p.m. 12:25 p.m. 20

7 12:30 p.m. 12:50 p.m. 20

8 12:55 p.m. 1:15 p.m. 20

9 1:20 p.m. 1:40 p.m. 20

10 1:45 p.m. 2:25 p.m. 40

11 2:30 p.m. 3:10 p.m. 40
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Procedures and Protocols

All students shall immediately report to their TEAM room upon entry to the building. Students
will not be permitted to congregate in groups at any time before, during, or after the school day.

The following procedures and protocols shall be followed at all times when on campus:

Face Coverings:
● Per state guidance, unless a medical exception applies, all students and staff must wear

face coverings while in school, even if social distancing is possible.  Students and staff
may remove face coverings while outside as long as maintaining social distancing of 6
feet is possible.

● Any students who will not abide by the mask requirement must opt for the remote-
learning option.

● Students must put their mask on when the bus arrives at the bus stop and while riding on
the bus.

● Students should remember that the outside of a mask, once worn, is considered
contaminated and care should be taken when putting it on and taking it off, particularly
before and after eating.

● Ensure that the face covering fully covers the mouth and nose and that the covering fits
snugly against the sides of the face with no gaps.

● Mask breaks may take place outside during study halls, lunch, PE, and as needed.
Students will need to maintain 6’ of social distancing and obtain a yellow hall pass from
their teacher when taking a mask break.  Several supervised outdoor areas will be
identified for these breaks to take place.

● Students will need to have a clean mask on each time they attend in-person instruction.
● Students should come to school with their own mask every day, but we will have a

limited supply of disposable face coverings in the event that a staff member, student, or
visitor does not have one for use. For additional information on facemasks, visit CDC:
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19)-Cloth Face Covers.

Hand Hygiene:
● Students and staff must practice good hand hygiene, including washing hands frequently

for 20 seconds or using hand sanitizer when washing is not available.  There will be hand
sanitizer stationed around the building for staff and student use. Students should also
carry a personal supply of hand sanitizer to ensure constant access.

● Students and staff should refrain from touching their face as much as possible.
● For more information on hand hygiene visit

https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/posters.html
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Sanitation:
● Schools will be cleaned and sanitized every day, including regular use of electrostatic

sprayers in learning spaces.
● Frequently touched surfaces (door handles, bathroom doors, etc) will be cleaned by

building staff throughout the day.
● Classrooms will have ample disinfectant for use throughout the day.  Desks and other

frequently touched classroom equipment will be wiped between classes.
● Hand sanitizer will be available throughout the building for staff and student use.
● Additional deep cleaning will occur on Tuesday evenings and Friday evenings.
● Buses will be cleaned between every bus run.

Health Checks and Illness:
● Persons may not enter the building if they have any currently known symptoms of

COVID-19, they are positive for COVID-19, have been in close contact with someone
that tested positive for COVID-19, or traveled internationally in the two weeks prior.

● Any student presenting with COVID-19 symptoms will be moved to a quarantine area
and assessed by the school nurse or qualified professional, including the administration of
a BinaxNOW COVID-19 test, with parent permission. If necessary, a parent or guardian
may be requested to immediately pick up the student. By returning to in-person learning,
parents are agreeing to cooperate with this provision and respond immediately in the
event their child is displaying symptoms that have been determined to be COVID-19
related.  Any staff member presenting with COVID-19 symptoms will be moved to a
quarantine area and assessed by the school nurse or other qualified professional.  If
necessary, they may be asked to leave campus immediately.

● Students or staff members who test positive will not be allowed to return to school until
CDC/IDPH/LCHD standards for recovery have been met.

● Students or unvaccinated staff members who have been in close contact (within 6 feet for
more than 15 minutes) with someone who tests positive will be required to participate in
remote learning for at least 14 calendar days.

● Whenever possible, the school will notify families if a student was potentially exposed to
COVID-19 in the school setting.

● Parents/staff are required to notify the school district if students/staff have been exposed
to COVID-19.

● Viral testing will be available as an additional mitigation measure for symptomatic and
asymptomatic individuals.
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Scheduled Days of In-Person Attendance:
● All students may attend in-person on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays.  When

not attending in-person learning, students will continue to follow the remote/synchronous
bell schedule at home.

● Typically, each class (Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays) will incorporate a
minimum of 25 minutes of synchronous learning each class period.  The remaining time
for each class period will be direct instructional support for those in in-person learning
and may be asynchronous for students at home.

● If a student does not wish to attend school in-person while in Blended Learning, they may
continue with their current class schedule and synchronous learning from home.

● Changes to blended learning have no impact on fully remote learners that have selected
Edgenuity or Illinois Virtual High School for the semester.

Classroom Procedures for All Courses

Assigned Seating:
Students will have assigned seating in every classroom and must remain in seats.  Desks will all
face in the same direction.  Students may not move desks at any time. Social distancing in
classrooms will range from 3 to 6 feet.

Attendance:
Daily attendance will be taken by teachers in Skyward as PRESENT IN-PERSON, PRESENT
REMOTE, or ABSENT. Students are expected to attend all classes daily, per their schedule. If
students will not be attending classes as scheduled, either remotely or in person,
parents/guardians must call the attendance office prior to 10:00 a.m. to excuse the absence.

Wednesdays are Flex Schedule days and no students will be attending in-person learning.
Teachers will still be posting lessons/assignments/instructions/activities for student
learning that should be completed by the end of the school day. Students are expected to be
engaged, and attendance will be taken on Wednesdays; however, synchronous learning will
not be universally required. If students are requested to attend synchronous
classes/meetings, they are expected to attend.

Grades:
“Do no harm”  as it relates to student grades is no longer in effect. Teachers will be assessing
student work and entering grades into Skyward.  Teachers will continue to focus on student
mastery of learning standards and as such will be encouraged to focus grades around summative
assessments and projects, with smaller daily assignments serving as important feedback
mechanisms on student progress towards mastery.  Students are expected to submit all work
assigned by the teacher.
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Field Trips:
Field trips will not occur until state and local health officials have determined that it is safe to
resume them. We will encourage teachers to pursue virtual activities and events in lieu of field
trips.

Guest Speakers:
No guest speakers will be allowed in the building. Guest speakers shall participate via Zoom or
via other virtual platforms.

Instructional and Communication Expectations:
● Teachers will post instructional expectations every day in Schoology.  Students must log

in to Schoology to check their teacher’s posts. Students should also check school email
regularly.

● Teachers will be available via email during work hours. You may also call and leave a
voicemail and the staff member will call you back as soon as possible, but no more than
24 hours later.

Daily Operations and Building Usage

Lockers:
Students may not utilize lockers.  Students should plan accordingly and carry with them the
necessary materials during the day.  At a teacher’s discretion, students may be permitted to keep
some of their textbooks or workbooks in the classroom if they are not needed at home.

Water Fountains:
Students should bring a water bottle to school. Students will be able to use the water bottle
refilling stations found throughout the school buildings. Students may not share water bottles.

Hallways, Benches, and Bathrooms:
● Students will need to follow any posted signs for one-way areas and stairwells.
● Students may not congregate.
● Students should maintain at least 3 feet of distance between themselves and others as

much as possible.
● Students may not congregate or linger in the bathroom or form a line outside of the

bathroom.
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Cafeteria:
● Students will be assigned to the Commons or the Senior Cafe for their assigned lunch

period.  In order to maintain social distancing requirements, the following areas are also
identified as eating areas where students may be directed to once the Commons and
Senior Cafe have reached capacity:

○ Lecture Hall
○ Library
○ Auditorium Lobby
○ Room 133 / Specific Classrooms

● The school must adhere to 6 feet of social distancing while students are eating.  As such,
individual student desks will replace round cafeteria tables.  Students will have assigned
seating.  Desks will face the same direction and students may not move them into groups.

● Students must keep their masks on until they sit down to eat and must replace it after
eating.

● Meals will be “grab and go” in nature and disposable silverware and plates will be used.
Packets of condiments will be available.

● Meals are at no cost to students during the 2020-2021 school year.
● Security will not accept food drop offs for the remainder of the 2020-21 school year.
● Packing of student lunches is encouraged.
● No food outside of designated eating areas.
● Microwaves will not be available.
● Students will be able to eat outside in designated areas as much as space and weather

permit.  When outside, students may remove their masks as long as they remain 6 feet
apart.

Community Food Distribution:
● The district will continue to distribute food to eligible families on days students are not

in-person learning.  If families need to pick up multiple days of food at one visit contact
Patti Bergl, Food Service Supervisor at 847-587-2561, extension 3448.

Transportation:
● State guidelines permit up to 50 people on a school bus.
● Due to social distancing recommendations, it will be difficult for the District to transport

all students as we increase the number of students on campus.  We will transport all
families that require it.  However, if parents have an alternative means of getting their
child to and from school, that is encouraged and appreciated. Parent drop off will
continue to take place at Door #1.

● Student pick up in the afternoon will take place at Door #1 and Door #14 (see Appendix
B).  The District will make every effort to maintain open parking spaces in the north lot
for parents to utilize while awaiting students at the end of the day.  Please exercise
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caution when picking up students as many more students are being picked up than is
typical.

● While the Blended Learning Plan is in effect, additional parking places will be available
to students that have permission to drive.  Students should park in the south lot (student
parking lot) or the north parking lot (in front of school).  If necessary, students may park
in the fieldhouse parking lot.

● Depending on the number of families that require transportation, a change to the Blended
Learning Plan may be necessary, i.e. bell schedule change, student schedule change,
staggered arrival/dismissal of students, etc.

● Students must put masks on at the bus stop when the bus is approaching and keep masks
on while riding the bus.  Students who refuse to wear a mask on the bus will not be able
to ride unless the student has a pre-established medical condition on file that precludes
them from wearing one.

● Students will have assigned seating on the bus and must remain in their seat at all times.
● Drivers will have their temperatures taken each day and will be monitored for symptoms

by the District.
● Drivers will be required to wear face coverings.

Visitors:
● We want to be as welcoming as possible to family and friends, however our goal is to

limit outside traffic at our school as much as possible. For those who must be on campus,
all safety protocols in place for staff and students shall be followed, including a required
certification that they are symptom free and have their temperature checked prior to entry.

● All visitors shall enter through Door #1.
● All visitors must wear a face mask at all times in the building.
● All meetings with administration, faculty or staff must be prearranged.
● There shall be no visitors unescorted in the building.

Unique Academic Course Modifications

Behind the Wheel Instruction:
Behind-the-Wheel instruction is underway and will continue as long as the following mandated
minimum safety standards below are followed:

● Only two students and one instructor per vehicle.
● Face coverings must be worn, unless medically contraindicated.
● No eating and drinking in the vehicle.
● Windows will be open whenever possible.
● Only stops applicable to driver’s education will be made to reduce the amount of time in

the vehicle.
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● Hand hygiene with soap and water or hand sanitizer, as appropriate,  will be required
before and after driving, and, at the minimum, upon completion. Hand sanitizer will be
placed in each vehicle.

● The steering wheel, door handles, seat belt fastener, controls/dials that the driver would
come in contact with, keys, etc. will be cleaned in between each behind-the-wheel
session.

● Regular routine cleaning and disinfecting of the seats will be performed.

Physical Education:
● Students will not change for PE courses.  However, students should expect to be active

during their class. Consider wearing suitable clothing to school for both indoor and
outdoor activity. Students may change shoes prior to class, but they will not change into
PE uniforms or use PE locker rooms until guidance indicates it is safe to do so.

● Per state guidance, activities must allow for 3-6’ of social distancing between students as
much as possible. Masks must be worn by students and staff at all times. Games and
sports activities will be done in compliance with IDPH requirements. Whenever feasible
and weather permits, educators will select outdoor non-athletic physical education
activities that allow for at least 6’ of social distancing so masks may be removed.

● Students will not use school-issued heart rate monitors.
● Shared equipment such as weights or mats will be sanitized between uses.

Lab-Based and Hands-On Courses:
● Students should use District provided latex-free disposable gloves when handling shared

school equipment in lab-based courses where there are limited quantities of
supplies/equipment (microscopes, woodworking equipment, kitchen equipment, etc.)

● Equipment will be sanitized between student usage.
● Students in Family & Consumer Science courses shall prepare single servings of food

only; students must keep masks on during class unless eating.

Music Classes:
Per IDPH music guidance, measures to reduce risk of COVID-19 transmission include:
minimizing performance time, maintaining social distancing, the wearing of masks and using
instrument covers, and optimizing ventilation.   With strict adherence to IDPH music guidelines,
indoor rehearsals may take place.

● As much as possible, music and band-related courses will be held outside as weather
permits.

● Where possible we will utilize markings on the classroom floor/wall/practice field to
facilitate an acceptable distance between students.

● Students should wear face coverings while singing, playing instruments, and avoid
touching, choreography, and singing/playing in circles.
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● Students should sanitize hands prior to handling instruments. Instruments must not be
shared at any time. Sanitize hands after using instruments.

● Students must provide their own instruments for class; sharing of equipment between
students is prohibited.

● Instruments should be fitted with bell covers consisting of two layers of dense fabric.
● Students should disinfect musical instruments between classes, if possible. Instruments

should be cleaned using approved disinfectant and recommended cleaning guidelines.
Special care shall be taken with instrument mouthpieces; it is recommended that reed
players use plastic instead of cane reeds.

Technology Campus:
The Technology Campus has also implemented a hybrid/blended learning plan.  Students
enrolled in the Technology Campus may have school bus transportation provided to and from the
Technology Campus on the day they are in in-person learning at Grant.  On days they are
attending the Technology Campus in-person but not Grant, they will need to have a parent drive
them or drive themselves, with parent permission. Technology Campus will have remote
instruction available for students who cannot or wish not to attend in-person, however fully
remote learning may limit a student’s ability to earn dual credit.  Technology Campus will share
additional details directly with students.

Miscellaneous

Athletics & Activities:
Athletics and activities will be permitted to occur with all activities complying with health and
safety procedures set forth by IDPH, IHSA, and District 124.  Students must meet eligibility
requirements for participation.  Activities may be paused at any time by directive, illness or
other.  COVID-19 testing of students may be requested and parent permission is required.

Frequently Asked Questions

What if my student has an underlying medical condition that prevents him or her from
attending in-person instruction or what if I am not comfortable sending my child?
While we hope as many students as possible attend in-person instruction on their assigned day,
we understand some are unable or are not ready to return to in-person learning.  These students
will continue to work remotely during the period we are in blended learning.  If and when the
District returns to fully in-person learning, all students must transition back or choose to
transition to a fully remote option, including Edgenuity or Illinois Virtual High School.

Do students need to be masked at all times?
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Yes.  Face coverings may only be temporarily removed at school:
● When eating
● When outdoors and social distancing of at least 6 feet can be maintained

All students must wear a mask while in the school building, at the bus stop when the bus is
approaching, and on the school bus unless a student has provided the District documentation that
they are medically prohibited from wearing a face mask.

Are there types of face coverings that cannot be used?
Face coverings must be worn following IDPH and CDC guidance.  Neck warmers/athletic face
coverings should not be used, per IDPH guidance. Masks with exhalation valves or vents are
also not recommended.

What happens if a student refuses to wear a face mask and/or infringes on the
health/hygiene of others?
This will be treated as a disciplinary matter similar to other instances of non-compliance with
school policies and procedures.  Repeated violations may require the student to transition to fully
remote learning.

When can I send my child to school and when should my child stay home?
Parents must take a temperature reading and check for COVID-19 symptoms each morning your
child will be present in our buildings.  Parents must certify daily via the Skyward portal that
students are free of fever and COVID-19 symptoms. Students with a fever or any of the
symptoms below should stay home and seek medical advice. By sending your child to school
you are certifying the following:

● That your child does not have a fever over 100.4 degrees.
● That your child does not have any of the following conditions related to COVID-19:

○ New onset of moderate to severe headache
○ Shortness of breath
○ New cough
○ Sore throat
○ Vomiting
○ Diarrhea
○ Abdominal pain from unknown cause
○ New loss of taste or smell
○ Fatigue from unknown cause
○ Muscle or body aches

What will happen if someone exhibits one or more COVID-19 symptoms during the school
day or during a school activity?

● The person will be isolated from others and moved to a designated supervised quarantine
space.
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● The person will be sent home and encouraged to see their provider and get tested.
● The area they were in will be closed temporarily, cleaned and disinfected.

What will happen if a student or staff member tests positive?
● Confirmed cases of COVID-19 will be reported to the local health department by the

school.
● The District will share information with the local health department about known close

contacts with that individual at the school.
● The District will inform staff and families of possible exposure to COVID-19 but will

maintain confidentiality.
● The District will ensure that staff and families know that they should not come to school

if they have been in close contact with a confirmed case of COVID-19, or if symptoms
develop.

Can my family still travel?
If travel is necessary, we ask that all persons exercise the three W’s: wear a face covering, wash
your hands, and watch your distance (6’).  If you travel internationally, individuals will be
required to quarantine as per local health department requirements.

My student chose to enroll in Edgenuity and/or Illinois Virtual High School this spring so
they would not have to attend in person.  With implementation of the Blended Learning
Plan revisions do they need to return to school?
No.  All students that chose fully remote learning with Edgenuity and/or Illinois Virtual High
School will remain enrolled in those programs for the duration of second semester.
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Appendix A
Symptom Screening for High School Students and Staff

Student First and Last Name
Parent/Guardian First and Last Name(s)

If the answer to any of these questions is yes, the student or staff member should be
dismissed from school immediately. Refer to the IDPH decision tree for next steps.
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/IDPH-COVID19-Exclusion-Decison-Tree.pdf

1. Have you been in close contact (within 6 feet for at least 15 minutes) with anyone
diagnosed with COVID-19 in the last 14 days? (Yes/No)

2. Has any health department or health care provider advised you to stay home or
quarantine? (Yes/No)

3. Have you or anyone in your household tested positive for COVID-19 in the last
14 days? (Yes/No)

4. Have you been tested for COVID-19 within the past 14 days and results are
pending? (Yes/No)

5. Since you were last at school, have you had any of these symptoms?
a. Fever 100.4°F or higher
b. New onset of moderate to severe headache
c. Shortness of breath
d. New cough
e. Sore throat
f. Vomiting
g. Diarrhea
h. Abdominal pain from unknown cause
i. New loss of taste or smell
j. Fatigue from unknown cause
k. Muscle or body aches
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Appendix B

Traffic Flow
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